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~ WORSTAMONG EQUALS 


Part Vi 


Doctor Aphra is on the rant Implanted with a Sciatty 
7 bomb by the vile Cornelius Evazan, she’s forced to stay . 
': close to her nemesis, Triple- -Zero, a) a they will both face 
an explosive: death. The. two must travel to the only . 
‘specialist on Milvayne who can remove the bombs._ 
before the timer runs outl: be 1% aa 
SH aTtoWh, escaped “the ‘wrath of the. 
‘Force-fungus- -powered vigilante Tam ‘Posla and the | 


Aphra's 
monster hunters Winloss - and Nokk,. all the while - 


“> drawing the growing attention of the Empire. ‘Their | 
struggles have ‘won over the people of the planet who 
have watched their ever move > through. Titpts- -Zero’ s- 


| “eye: feed. | 
After rte finally Fetimned. Tripte- -Z6r0's missing 


‘memories, the murder-droid regained the knowledge of 
his ancient origin as.. -nothing but a mistake. Utterly 


disappointed and: with no will to. live, Triple- -Zero 
sueee nee 


decides to Hes walk awa) from it all. 


. ; bombs! 7 
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YOU'VE \N 
ARMED THE BOMBS, \ 
YOU MALFUNCTIONING 
SHOWER OF 
SHRAPNEL! 


+, IN J-JUST BECAUSE 
GOP WALKNG. YOU'RE A REJECT 
AMP WER YEO™ FOR DOESNT MEAN TM 
| 
TORT COuE READY FOR LIFE AS A 
PINK VA 


POR! 
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STAN’S SOAPBOX * OCTOBER 1967 





STAN LEE 
FOREVER 





BUT--BUT YOU WERE STRUCK 
BY AN ION DEVICE! YOU 
WERE BEYOND REPAIR! 


I FIGURED 


MAYBE THERE WAS W 


yy SO 


ME CHARGE LEFT 


IN HIS LOGIC 
MATRIX. 


NOT 
LIKE THE 


} MANIAC EVER 
US! 


ES IT. 


sa 
IN OTHER < 
EXCITING NEWS-- Vy 


I THINK I'M GETTING 


OH DEAR. THERE DOES REMAIN 
THE MINOR MATTER OF TRUST. 
HOW AM I TO BELIEVE YOU'RE 


Pe 


\ 


BUT--WELL. 


SHOULDA 
TAKEN HOURS 
TO CALIBRATE, 
I GUESS 


; as 


Cg 


D-DOES-- ¥. 
AAOOW--DOES 3 
THAT MEAN YOU'RE jg 
NOT GOING TO 


ILL YOURSELF? 


S| PERHAPS I 
WAS BEING A 
| TRIFLE RASH. 


A LITTLE 
SOMETHING YOUVE 
TAUGHT ME, DOCTOR: 

ONE DOESN'T 
FEEL ONE'S OWN 
POINTLESSNESS 

QUITE SO DEEPLY-- 





YES, YES, 
OLD FRIEND, THE 
DEPLORABLE SLAUGHTER 
GADGET MAKES A 


HEARTWARMING 
POINT. 
IT 1S VERY 
DISAPPOINTING. 
——— 


OH! BLESS MY 
4 CIRCUITS! BLOOD IN 
THE AIR, THE MOANS OF 


IT’S LIKE 
COMING 





WELL, YES, BEETEE, 
I CONCEDE IT WOULD 
BE BETTER IF THEY WERE 
SCREAMING INSTEAD 
OF CHEERING, BUT ONE 
CAN'T HAVE EVERYTHING. 


Y H-HE’S-- 
NFF--HE’S TOO SLOW, 


TRIP! WE WON'T GET TO 
PROFESSOR PREXO 
IN TIME! 


7 LOOK, I'M--I'M SORRY I 
SNITCHED ON YOU. THE IMPS 
OFFERED ME A LOT OF STEW, 
\\ OKAY? LIKE, A LOT. WITH 
VEGETABLES AND 
EVERYTHING. 


I’M PERFECTLY AWARE 
OF THAT, DOCTOR. ON 
THE OTHER HAND, THE 
| POOR CHAP’S ONLY JUST 
COME BACK TO LIFE. 


I MEAN, I'M STILL WAITING 
ON THEM TO ACTUALLY, 
YA KNOW, PAY UP, 


~ 


IF YOU MAKE HIM FEEL 
INADEQUATE HE'S LIABLE 
TO SET FIRE TO YOUR 
EYEBALLS--AND HONESTLY, 
WHO COULD BLAME HIM? 





| DONE THE SAME IN YOUR 
5) POSITION. I IMAGINE SHE 


BUT SHE'S PAINFULLY 
AWARE SHE WOULD HAVE 


lieeigd | IMP 
THINKS THIS MITIGATES 
YOUR TREACHERY. 


I MEAN... ey 
WOW... THAT'S SOME 


__ MONSTER, TRIP. 


7 ACTUALLY GONNA 
#/ SAY WAS: WE NEED THAT 
] GABERWORM IF WE'RE 
GONNA GET TO THE 
CYBERDOC BEFORE 
WE EXPLODE. BUT... 
YEAH. 


RESSIVE EMPATHIZING 
FOR A SOULLESS 


WHEN--OW-- 

WHEN NOBODY i 
TRUSTS ANYBODY, THE 
ONLY WINNERS ARE [| 

THE PEOPLE IN d 

CHARGE. 





“PERSONAL LOG 4#345- 
ENCRYPTION LEVEL: 
El HIGHEST. MY EYES O} 


“THE CIRCUMSTANCES BY 
WHICH A PAIR OF OUTLAWS 
COULD SO PROFOUNDLY 
DESTABILIZE A PLANET'S 
OBEDIENCE INDEX HAVE 
MUCH TO TEACH US. 


THERE! THAT'S 
YOUR CYBERSURGERY 
RIGHT THERE! Y-YOU 
STILL GOT TEN 
MINUTES! 


; “FOR INSTANCE: IT'S CLEAR Li 
BELIEVE =e Ny) THAT THE HIGHS AND LOWS [a= 
THERE'S A NOTE -o re OF A POPULATIONS SHARED 
ON THE DOOR... EXPERIENCE AFFECT THE 
SEVERITY OF ITS IMPACT. 


“HENCE, A PUBLIC EVENT 
THAT LURCHES FROM TRIUMPH 
OSE OND TO || "AWAY ON A WORK TRIP. 
CAUSE TROUBLE PLEASE LEAVE DELIVERIES 
WITH THE NEIGHBOR. SIGNED: 
PROFESSOR PREXO. 


"P.S2 NO 
UNK MAIL.” 





Hint 


“WITH HINDSIGHT THERE 
=|  WERE...CLEANER 
—| WAYS...OF MANAGING 
~~ | THE SCENARIO. 


Fenn 7 
. + 


“WE'D TRIED VARIOUS 
FORMS OF CONTROLLING 
THE NARRATIVE, SUBTLE 

HERWISE, BUT... 


ND OT . 
“BY THE TIME OF THE FINAL 
WELL... THINGS ee etee CONFRONTATION, OUR 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
STRATEGISTS FELT A SHOW 
OF OV: ‘ENIN 
FORCE REALLY WAS THE 
BEST WAY TO GO. 


BEETEE-ONE? BE 
A GOOD FELLOW, 
WOULD YOU? 





“WE KNEW, OF COURSE, THAT THE NEWLY | “IN THE PROPAGANDA OF F 7 
ANOINTED FOLK HEROES WOULD SOON ORDER, IT 1S NOT ENOUGH 
BE BLOWN APART BY THEIR IMPLANTS. TO CRUSH REBELLION, 
THIS PRESENTED ITS OWN PROBLEM. Bf REBELLION MUST BE SEEN 
é BEING CRUSHED. 


COMMAND THAT THE FUGITIVES 
UGITI 
BE PUT DOWN AT IMPERIAL “I CAN ONLY ASSUME 
HANDS--IDEALLY THOSE OF oan BM ye bpp pened 
C. CES-- 
ELSPA Tenors WAS NOT MORE SCRUPULOUS 
IN VETTING THE FORCES 
"--BEFORE THE HE DEPLOYED. 
BOMBS HAD A CHANCE 
} TO DETONATE. 
y 





“THE INDIVIDUAL KNOWN AS | >< i, 
TAM POSLA APPEARED--ON \\ 7 S/4ND ASIDE? 

FIRST INSPECTION--TO SHARE |\\ ,d.MUST HAVE 
CERTAIN OF OR GoALs-- | \) YUSTICES T i 


( JUSSSTI 


~ 


“UNFORTUNATELY, IN THE GRIP 
OF SOME DREARILY INEFFICIENT 
MORAL CODE, HE FAILED 
TO APPRECIATE THE MOST 
CRITICAL OBJECTIVE OF ALL: 


IDO 
BEG YOUR 
PARDON-- 


--BUT SHALL 
WE TRY THIS 
AGAIN? 





5 


| 


i 


S bse 
I Y 


“IT'S LIKE he 
SAID-- | 


I HAVE I HOPED WE 
STUDIED THE MIGHT USE IT TO TURN 
FOOTAGE OF WHAT BACK THE TIDE OF POPULAR 
HAPPENED NEXT IN OPINION. PERHAPS WE COULD 
IMPLY THE ACTIONS OF THOSE 
INVOLVED WERE CYNICAL 
OR ACCIDENTAL. 


m—rr_& 


y THAT I SHALL BE AT PAINS TO 
“THE WOMAN'S he 
oy) --BUT IT'S CLEAR E SHE DID 
DELIBERATE.” | TO ANY VIEWER OF HER Lek 810? 10 catcuvare y) 


RECENT ANTICS THAT SHE’S A ‘ —— AND SCHEME-- 
CREATURE OF CALCULATION, = — 
SELFISHNESS AND : = 
AMORALITY. 


\ = IT'S ALMOST FUNNY, IN ITS WAY, NOBODY 
\) CLEAR TO SEE: KNOWS WHO SHE IS--IN FACT, THERE'S A 
t _ Sa 4 SUSPICIOUS GAP IN OUR RECORDS 





“--1§ THE ONE TIME SHE 
DID SOMETHING HEROIC. 


Los ‘a 
Sl wet, waTuRALLY THE MOBS 
WERE OUT WITHIN MOMENTS. 


ey “A MESSAGE OF 
SOLIDARITY AND 


| SACRIFICE--UGH!-- 
| »--aLLOWING THEM 
| TO OVERCOME 
| SUSPICION AND 
| SELF-INTEREST. 





‘--THANKS ALMOST ENTIRELY TO THE 
ACTIONS OF A REPROBATE WITH 
UNFASHIONABLE TATTOOS AND A 

DEFECTIVE BUTLER DROID. 
ww. of 7 
\ | “A DARK DAY FOR 

| IMPERIAL PROPAGANDA. 

( A DARK DAY INDEED.” 
of 


WHY DID YOU 
DO THAT? 


I G-GUESS 


I--HKK--W-WORK RY 


WELL UNDER 
PRESSURE. 


THERE SHORTLY. I MUST 
COMPOSE MY THOUGHTS 
FIRST. LEAVE ME. 


NATURALLY 

THE DETAILS WILL BE_ \, 
SUPPRESSED. ANY LEAKED 

WORD OF HOSTILITIES 

N BE BLAMED ON REBEL 

EXTREMISTS AND THE 

INEPTITUDE OF LOCAL 

PEACEKEEPERS. 


& I'VE COME 
TOO FAR TO 
LET THE OTHER 
MINISTERS USE THIS 
AS LEVERAGE 
AGAINST ME. 


RESUME 
RECORDING. 


IT GOES 
WITHOUT SAYING, 
MY SUPERIOR HAS A 
TALENT FOR SNIFFING 
OUT... HIDDEN 
AGENDAS. 


THAT'S WHY 
I MAKE THESE 


LITTLE RECORDS, OF ¥ 
COURSE. I'VE FOUND } 


IT'S FAR EASIER TO, 
AH, SIDESTEP THE 
TRUTH-- 





LUCKILY WE'RE 


WONT BE AN ISSUE. 
I SUPPOSE IT WOULD BE 


YES, I'M RATHER 
AFRAID YOU ARE. 
I IMAGINE YOU HAVE 
| ALL MANNER OF 
REPUGNANT ORGANIC 
FEELINGS TO AIR 
BEFORE YOU 
BLEED OUT. 


wn 


UHHH” rH E CIVILIANS 
T 
é : LET’S NOT RUIN 
GEI HEM AWAY AY W/, IT BY BEING 
Ai) = SELFLESS, MM? 
OH, I DON'T 
THINK SO. WE ARE 
TOGETHER, DOCTOR 
APHRA. TOGETHER AT 
THE END. I CONFESS 
THAT MAKES ME 
RATHER GLAD. 
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BRUTES! 
CENSORS! 
BARBARIANS! 
YOU'VE RUINED 
PURE ART! 


\ { 
AN TRS 
Yeo 
} \' 


Vi, 
S 


fe diNokke 
Always Catch The Rea 
Monster In The End. 





HATE TO : 
ADMIT IT, BUT YOU 
WERE RIGHT TO 
BELIEVE HER. 


PFT. HOW 
DO YOU THINK 
WE FOUND YOU, 

IDIOT? 


PROFESSOR PREXO. ONLY 
CYBERDOC ON MILVAYNE SMART 
ENOUGH TO TRACE THE BROADCAST 
SIGNAL BACK TO THE SOURCE. WE 
SIMPLY GOT TO HIM BEFORE 
APHRA COULD. 


A STUPID ‘ 
HUNTER CHASES NS 
RO HER PREY. A GOOD 


HUNTER KNOWS 
WHERE IT’S 
HEADED. 


HEY, IF YOU 
i --YOU MIGHT 
eur on AS WELL GET IN 


GONNA GET coi —_ THERE FIRST. 2 


a 
Srey > 


ee? * 3 “KILL THE ~ 
, , if s e " j \, BROADCAST 
“I'VE SEEN 


a 
ENOUGH OF I'M NOT QUITE SURE 
THAT DREADFUL Sy HOW, DOCTOR, BUT MY 
WOMAN TO LAST DIAGNOSTIC ANALYSIS 
A LIFETIME.” ‘ ‘ IS QUITE CLEAR: 


a 
J 


\ 


\\ 


THE BOMBS 
ARE INERT. 





HM. THIS DOES 
RATHER CHANGE 
THINGS, 
DOESN'T IT? 


“ONE FINAL ACT 
OF SADISM AND 
TREACHERY TO SEND 


THEIR NEWFOUND [ 
f A IDEALS... 





“IN THAT, 
O, I WAS 
DISAPPOINTED.” 


GOODBYE, 
DOCTO 


TERRIBLE 
FRIEND. 


“AND THAT'S WHEN 


"nae pense 
WENT DEAL: SINGLE INDIVIDUAL 
CAN AFFECT THE WHOLE 


“ALL PERFECTLY 
DISGUSTING, AND 
NATURALLY IT CAN'T 

BE TOLERATED.” 


WELL, IT’S THE NAVY'S PROBLEM NOW. 
THREE YEARS OF MARTIAL LAW AND A 
FEW WELL-PLACED BOMBARDMENTS, 
I DARESAY MILVAYNE WILL BE 
BACK ON TRACK. 


AS FOR 
THE WOMAN AT 
THE CENTER OF 

ALL THIS... 


ALIVE 
OR DEAD, HOW 
1S SHE MOST 
USEFUL? 


Wy END 
(\\ RECORDING. 


" 


“..A WOMAN OF 
EXCEPTIONAL SKILL AND 
ELASTIC MORALITY...HM... 
PERHAPS SHE WAS SAVED 
AFTER THE BROADCAST 


a WENT DARK. PERHAPS NOT. 


N 


“PERHAPS FOOLS WILL SPEND 
DECADES DEBATING WHO SHE WAS, 
WHEN--FOR ME--THE PERTINENT 
QUESTION IS SO VERY MUCH SIMPLER:” 





A THOUSAND 
APOLOGIES FOR 
THE DELAY, MY LORD. 
a A “a> MATTER-- 


<> 


Q-QUITE SO. I 
A DARED NOT LEAVE IT 
TO UNDERLINGS 
TO RESOLVE. 


HENNHHH. 

YOU SEE, MY 
FRIENDS? MINISTER 
VOOR HAS ALWAYS 

BEEN SWIFT TO 

EMBRACE MY 

DOCTRINE. 





DNL ae 
“TRUST \S THE 


PRESERVE OF 
FOOLS AND 


aa | 
Wh 


rT \ 
iano! 


net 
“ 











